
Creekwood Middle School Band Handbook:  2022 - 2023

The purpose of this handbook is to provide students and parents with information on the
organization and operation of the band program at Creekwood Middle School. This handbook also
includes information about the grading policy, rehearsals, performances, contests, trips, as well as
volunteer opportunities. Students are scheduled into one of three bands based on their ability and
experience: Beginning Band, Symphonic Band, and Honors Band.

Honors Band and Symphonic Band (7th or 8th grade)

1. Both bands are comprised of students who have experience and skill on an instrument.  Placement in one
of these two bands is by audition**.  Honors Band is the Varsity level band, and Symphonic Band is the
Non-Varsity band.

2. All sectionals, extra rehearsals, and performances are required**.  Attendance policies will be in effect for
these activities**.  Honors and Symphonic bands have required weekly section rehearsals.**

3. Each student must keep a daily record of their practice and turn in a practice record every week. Students
should practice at least 30 minutes 5 days a week.

4. Honors Band students will be expected to participate in region band and region orchestra auditions.
Symphonic Band students may choose to participate if approved by the directors.  Participation in region
band auditions by all band students is highly encouraged!

5. All students will be expected to participate in Solo & Ensemble Festival.**

6. A standard level of performance and behavior must be consistently maintained.  If one falls below that
level, they may be changed to a lower level band at the semester.  Behavioral problems could also lead to
a student not attending the spring trip, and/or being removed from band.

7. Each member will be issued a uniform jacket and bow tie after their uniform contract and cleaning fee has
been turned in.  Each student must provide a solid white dress shirt, black dress slacks, above the ankle
black socks, and all-black shoes.

8. The informal uniform will consist of the Creekwood band shirt, blue jeans, black socks, and black shoes
(athletic style shoes are acceptable, but must be 100% black; no white logos, designs, etc.).  This uniform
will be worn for activities (football games, pep rallies,etc.) that do not require formal uniforms.  Failure to
wear the proper uniform is grounds for removal from the performance.

Beginning Band (6th grade)

1. Beginning Band is for students with limited or no experience – mostly 6th grade level. Performances are
limited to usually 4 concerts per year**.  Beginning Band is divided by instrumentation into several smaller
classes for efficiency of learning and more individualized instruction.  Students will have 4 required after
school full band rehearsals before scheduled performances**.  Band attendance policies will be in effect for
these extra rehearsals and performances**.

2. Each student must keep a daily record of their practice and turn in a practice sheet every week. Students
should practice at least 30 minutes 5 days a week.

3. Required dress for performances will be the Creekwood band shirt, blue jeans, above the ankle black
socks, and black shoes (athletic style shoes are acceptable, but must be 100% black; no white logos,
designs, etc.).



Classroom Expectations (all bands)

1. Be in the classroom early.  Be in your seat and ready to play on time with all required materials.

2. No gum, candy, food, or drinks in the band hall or at performances.

3. Do not interrupt the teacher or disrupt class.

4. Respect the property of others.  Only play your own instrument at appropriate times.

5. Students must have their instrument, music, pencil, and necessary supplies every day.  Woodwind players
must have at least four working reeds at all times. If an instrument is in need of repair, students must bring
a written note from their parent stating the date that their instrument went into repair and the anticipated
return date, or a note of approval for the band director to send the instrument to a local repair shop.

6. Music (except beginning method books) is furnished by the school.  Fines will be charged for lost or
damaged music.  Music may be marked only with a pencil.

7. If these rules are not followed a student may receive a demerit. Once a student receives their SIXTH
demerit they will not be allowed to attend or participate in the Spring Trip.

Grades**

The Nine Weeks numeric grade will be determined by the following:

Daily Grades (40%)**

Practice Records

Daily Supply Grades

Attendance at sectionals and extra rehearsals**

Instrument care and maintenance

Turning in forms and/or equipment when due

Test Grades (60%)**

Playing tests

Written tests

Performance grades (attendance at performances, proper uniform, appropriate supplies, staying
to hear other bands on the program)**

Extra credit is sometimes offered based on performances in extra-curricular activities and may be applied to
daily or test grades as determined by the director. The conduct grade is based on the number of demerits a
student receives during the Nine weeks.  Students receive demerits for inappropriate behavior as outlined in
the Classroom Expectations listed above.  Conduct slips are used for more serious behavior problems and are
usually counted as 3 demerits in determining the student’s conduct grade.



Before/After School Attendance Policy**

Attendance is required at all performances and rehearsals**.  An unexcused absence or tardy from
performance or rehearsal will result in the deduction of points from the nine weeks grade**.  Continuous
unexcused absences or tardiness will result in a parent conference and the student being prohibited from
future band activities. More than two unexcused absences from sectionals and any unexcused absence
from a performance will result in the student being prohibited from attending the Spring Trip.  An
excused absence or excused tardy will be given for the following reasons if the director is notified by a parent
prior to the absence or tardy:

1. Personal illness

2. Family emergency

3. Special circumstances as approved by the director.

Eligibility: No Pass/No Play

Band is curricular as well as extra-curricular.  This means that concerts and rehearsals outside of the normal
school day are considered an extension of daily classroom learning, therefore, students receive a grade for
these activities. Extra-curricular performances are those which involve competition or charge an admission fee
(including football games).  Students who have failed any class (report card grade less than 70) or have poor
conduct grades (“U” in any class or a “N” in 2 classes) on the previous 9 weeks Report Card are ineligible to
participate in band activities that are extra-curricular. Curricular activities are not affected by ineligibility and
students are expected to attend these activities, even if they are ineligible for extra-curricular activities.  Please
contact the band director if you are not certain if an event is curricular or extra-curricular.

Private Lessons (Tutoring)

Private lessons are available to Creekwood students as an option and are recommended for those who wish to
make faster progress and gain more musical enjoyment.  The private lesson teachers endorsed by the
Kingwood bands are all interviewed and selected by the band directors from KHS, KPHS, CMS, KMS, and
RMS.  Most lessons are taught at KHS or CMS, although some teachers choose to teach in their house.
Payment of lessons is the responsibility of the student or parents.

Parental Involvement

The Kingwood Band Booster Club is an organization that exists for the purpose of the further development of
the Kingwood School Bands (KHS, CMS, and RMS).  All band student parents or guardians are members of
the booster club.  The booster club is a service club, and its services shall include providing accompanists,
chaperons, scholarships, and other support functions.   Most of the revenues raised by the booster club are
through membership dues ($25.00 per family), Fall fundraising event (coupon book sales), and operating
concession stands at football games and special events.  Many parents are needed for these events to
succeed.



A Special Note for Parents

Your decision to provide your child with a quality musical instrument is an investment in your child’s future.  In
making it possible for your child to play a musical instrument, you are providing the opportunity for
self-expression, creativity, and achievement.  Always keep in mind that your support is a key element in your
child’s success with music study.  Music achievement requires effort over a period of time.  You can help your
child by:

*scheduling a consistent, daily time for practice in a quiet place

*praising your child’s efforts and achievements

*encouraging your child to play for family and friends

*exposing your child to a wide variety of music including concerts and recitals

*making sure your child’s instrument is always in good working order

*getting your child to make a commitment to learning his or her instrument

*providing them with private lessons

Your child’s progress will be greatly enhanced if you DO NOT:

*use practice as a punishment

*insist your child play for others when they do not want to

*ridicule or make fun of mistakes for less than perfect playing

*start your child on an instrument that is in poor working order or condition

*expect rapid progress and development in the beginning

Answers to Questions Most Frequently Asked

How do I buy reeds and other supplies for my child?… Please use online stores to check prices
like Amazon, Music and Arts, Woodwind and Brasswind, H&H Music. If you are unsure of what
brand/size to get, contact a band director and we will be happy to help you out!

Are private lessons necessary?…While not “required” private lessons are definitely a great help for
any student, regardless of their ability.  The students who perform the best on their instrument are
generally the same students who take private lessons once a week.

Does the Creekwood Band march?…No.  Students in Symphonic Band and Honors Band play at
CMS football games, but they are seated in the bleachers.  Marching Band does not start until the
students enter the 9th grade.



What is “Region Band”?…Students from several school districts audition in the Fall to select the
best performers on each instrument.  Being selected as a member of the Region Band is the highest
honor a middle school student may attain.  The Region Band performs a concert with a guest clinician
following a full day clinic.

What is Solo & Ensemble?**…Students perform solos or small ensembles, such as trios, quartets,
etc. for a judge.  The judge gives them a rating of 1 to 5 (1 being “Superior”) and a page of written
comments regarding the performance including suggestions for improvement.**

What is U.I.L.?…**This is a band festival where the Honors Band and Symphonic Band each
perform three selections of music.  One selection is a march and the other two are works selected
from a list of music which all bands must use.  The performance is heard by three judges who give it
a rating from 1 to 5 (1 is the best).  The band also has to “Sight Read” a piece of music to test their
music literacy and ability to perform a piece correctly for the first time.  This performance is also heard
by three judges who give a rating from 1 to 5.  Bands that receive a “1” in both performances are
awarded a “Sweepstakes Award”.**

Any other questions?…Please email the band directors whenever you have a question or concern.
Keep an open line of communication with the band directors so that they can talk to you about
concerns you or your child might have.  Please use the following guideline: If there is something you
dislike about the band, tell the directors.  If there is something you like about the band program, tell
everybody!

CMS Band Website
For general information, schedules, etc., please access our CMS Band website.

www.creekwoodband.weebly.com

http://www.creekwoodband.weebly.com

